
Appendix 4 

REPRESENTATION IN RESPECT OF ORZO, 2 DONCASTER GATE, 

ROTHERHAM S65 1DJ. 

 

I am a Licensing Enforcement Officer employed by Rotherham Metropolitan Borough 

Council. On behalf of the Licensing Authority, carrying out its functions as a 

Responsible Authority, I am making representation to the application for the grant of 

a premises licence made in respect of a premises now known as Orzo (and 

previously known as La Orza), which is located at 2 Doncaster Gate, Rotherham. 

Background  

The premises is situated on the corner of Wellgate and Doncaster Gate, as a result 

of its central location, this affords easy access to the majority of Rotherham Town 

Centre, including All Saints Square.  

The premises has historically been utilised for a number of different business types, 

including both licensed and retail premises. 

In July 2022 the Premises Licence issued in respect of the premises was suspended 

due to the failure of the then licence holder to pay the required annual licence fee. 

This suspension took effect from the 7th of July 2022 and as a result any new venture 

would have to apply for a new licence in order to operate lawfully. 

It became apparent in August 2022 that the premises was being used to hold events 

where considerable amounts of alcohol was being consumed. These events were 

held from early afternoon and through the night until the next morning, this was 

leading to incidents of disorder involving customers who had frequented the 

premises. This culminated in an incident which occurred on the 13th of August 2022 

when customers who had attended the premises were involved in a fight in nearby 

All Saints Square during which a male received serious head injuries and was 

conveyed to Rotherham District General Hospital, where he received treatment.  

These events were being held without a licence and at this time it was unclear who 

was behind the organisation of the events. 

On the 15th of August a report was submitted by Rotherham Council Licensing, 

which outlined the unlicensed activities occurring at the premises and stated that the 

identity of the proprietor was unknown. This report also outlined the fact that both 

police officers and licensing officers had been obstructed and were unable to either 

gain access to the property or speak to the persons operating the premises.   
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On the 21st of August 2022 Rotherham Council received a complaint from a local 

resident who stated that the noise emanating from the premises was causing a 

disturbance throughout the local area. This resident also stated that during a 

conversation with a male who had access to the premises, it was made clear to them 

that the premises held a licence to sell alcohol and play music until 7am. This was 

untrue as the premises did not have the benefit of a licence as of this date.  

Other residents have also stated that they have felt intimidated when they have 

raised concerns about the operation of the premises directly with a man claiming to 

be in charge.     

On the 28th of August 2022 Rotherham Council received another complaint 

concerning the premises and its activities, again describing music played to a high 

volume and customers leaving in the early hours of the morning in a loud and 

disorderly manner.  

The complainants made reference to children being present at the unlicensed 

events.  

On the 30th of August 2022 the Council’s Principal Licensing Officer conducted an 

interview with Mr Josef Gazi, who had been identified as the person responsible for 

the provision of the unlicensed activity at the premises.. During this interview Mr Gazi 

admitted that he did not have the required licence to operate but refused to state 

whether he would cease operating. Mr Gazi stated that he held events at the 

premises which customers paid a flat fee at the door and were then provided with 

alcohol and food, which he purchased from a local cash and carry. Mr Gazi 

explained that customers were encouraged to bring their own alcohol to the 

premises, which could be consumed on site. At the end of this interview Mr Gazi was 

informed that consideration would be given to the instigation of legal proceedings if 

he continued to operate without a licence.  

Mr Gazi was issued with a personal licence on the 18th of August 2022. 

In September 2022 Mr Gazi made an application for the grant of a premises licence 

in respect of the premises. However, this application was rejected as the plan 

submitted with the application did not show the layout of the premises and the 

operating schedule do not reflect the intended use of the premises.  

The application under consideration 

This application is made in the name of Orzo Rotherham Limited. A search of the 

Company House shows that this is a newly formed company with one director, Mr 

Josef Gazi.  

Whilst the application implies operating hours to 9.30pm in reality it seeks consent to 

provide licensable activities on unlimited occasions until 1.30am in the morning.  
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Representations  

Representations are made on the grounds that the grant of the application would 

undermine the Licensing Objectives, which are: 

 The Prevention of Crime and Disorder 

 The Prevention of Public Nuisance; and  

 The Protection of Children from Harm.   

 

Mr Gazi is the sole director of the applicant company and evidence supports the fact 

that he has knowingly operated the premises without the benefit of a Premises 

Licence. In interview with Council officers Mr Gazi openly admitted opening on 

weekends until 7am. During this interview Mr Gazi stated the next event was a 17th 

birthday party and wouldn’t commit to cancelling the event.  

Whilst unlawful events have been held at the premises there has been instances of 

violence and disorder involving customers who has attended events. Police 

intelligence states “there was a serious incident on Wellgate which stemmed from 

this location”. It also indicates that large numbers of people have been permitted to 

congregate on the pavement outside of the premises. 

It is likely that children have been present at the events. This is supported by 

information provided by Mr Gazi in person, when he told officer that he planned to 

host a birthday party for a 17 year old, and Police intelligence which indicates 

children as young as 6 years old were seen attending an event held at the premises 

on 13th August 2022.  

The unlawful operation of the premises has been the cause of significant nuisance to 

local residents. This is a fact as the Council’s has served Noise Abatement Notice on 

Mr Gazi.  

When residents attempted to raise their legitimate concerns with Mr Gazi his 

response was to tell them that he had a licence to operate. In addition, it is alleged 

that his manner in doing so was intimidating.  

The unlawful events have been poorly managed and the application under 

consideration nominates a 19 year old to be in charge of the day to day management 

of the premises.  

Throughout his dealings with the Council Mr Gazi has demonstrated a lack of 

cooperation and also, more worryingly, a lack of honesty. He has also demonstrated 

an inability to operate the premises in a manner that upholds the licensing 

objectives. As the sole director of the applicant company Mr Gazi will have overall 

control of the premises. 

 



Appendix 4 

Recommendation  

The recommendation is that the application is refused in its entirety. 

Should the Sub Committee be minded to grant a licence it is recommended that the  

part of the application that seeks permission to  provide licensable activities on 

unlimited occasions for private event until 1.30am in the morning is refused. There is 

a system in place under the service of a Temporary Event Notice that allows for the 

occasional extension of hours.  

06.12.22 

Lee Kerry 

Licensing Enforcement Officer 
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Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council,  
Riverside House,  
Main Street,  
Rotherham,  
S60 1AE 

Date: 1st December 2022  

           Licensing Act 2003 

Objection to the application for a new premise licence for 

La Orza Italian Restaurant, 2 Doncaster Gate, Rotherham 

On behalf of the Chief Constable of South Yorkshire Police, an objection is being made in 
relation to the above application.  
 
The grounds of objection are based on the potential impact on the promotion of the 
licensing Objectives - Crime and Disorder & Public Nuisance & Public Safety 

The premise was originally granted a licence in January 2021, but appeared to never open 
for trading, the premise licence then lapsed on 7th July 2022, since that date the premise 
opened with Mr Josef Gazi as the owner, trading without a licence, during this time there 
was a serious assault which was associated to the venue, following the incident Mr Gazi was 
interviewed where he admitted trading without a licence.  
 
The Company listed on the application as the premise licence holder has a direct link to Mr 
Gazi, (him being the director of the company). Although the trading hours have significantly 
reduced on the current application, the applicant has added a non-standard timing 
condition which states “the premise can open for pre-booked events on any day up to 
02:00hrs” this could potentially allow the premise to open every day until 02:00hrs should 
they wish to do so, which could increase the potential for crime and disorder with in the 
area the premise is situated, based on the previous issues detailed above. 
 
As a result South Yorkshire Police have no confidence that the premise will run within the 
guidelines set out in the Licensing act and uphold the four licensing objectives.  
 
Yours faithfully,  
For and on behalf of  
Chief Constable, South Yorkshire Police  
 
Tracey Klein 
Licensing Assistant 
South Yorkshire Police  
Liquor Licensing Department 
Moss Way Police Station 
Moss Way 
Sheffield S20 7XX 
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Representation in respect of Premises Licence:  

ORZO, 2 DONCASTER GATE, ROTHERHAM S65 1DJ 

 

Summary of Facts known by our service in relation to this matter: 

On the 22nd August 2022 Environmental Health and Community Protection Unit 

service received two complaints and these were given reference numbers B34715 

and B34735 on the council’s system. These complaints were in relation to noise 

emanating from the premises.  

On the 22nd August 2022 case officer, Enforcement Officer Andrew Woodhouse 

emailed Keeley Ladlow making RMBC Licencing aware that we had received 

complaints about loud music. Her reply stated that the premises should not be 

operating any licensable activities due to no premises licence in place. 

On the 26th August 2022 Enforcement Officer Paul Jones and Police Community 

Support Officer Hayley Laurie observed the premises playing loud music with door 

staff out front and around 15 young people (underage) outside the premises.  

On the 26th August 2022 at 22:54 Paul Jones received a call whilst on Out of Hours 

from a local resident complaining about the loud music coming from ORZO. 

On the 27th August 2022 Mr Woodhouse received a email from Craig Cornwall with a 

image attached containing Personal Licence Holder details which were JOZEF GAZI 

of 3 Far Crescent, Rotherham, S65 2RS. 

On the 31st August 2022 Mr Woodhouse confirmed JOZEF GAZI at 3 Far Crescent, 

Rotherham by means of a council tax check to be the responsible party for the 

premises.  

On the 31st August 2022 Mr Woodhouse issued an Abatement Notice under the 

Environmental Protection Act 1990 Section 80 after being satisfied of the likely 

occurrence of a statutory nuisance under section 79[1] [G] to JOZEF GAZI of 3 Far 

Crescent, Rotherham, S65 2RS. 

On the 1st September Mr Woodhouse spoke with JOZEF GAZI face to face in 

Riverside House reception and he provide me with owner details: ARKAN ALI 

AHMED of 95 Andover Street, Sheffield, S3 9EJ. 

Assessment & Recommendation: 

Based on the potential for nuisance to be caused to nearby residential receptors, in 

particular with the application outlining closing times of up to 02:00am on a 

potentially unlimited basis, which would significantly increase the potential for 

nuisance and associated anti-social behaviour, it is recommended that the 

application in its current form is refused.  

Craig Cornwall, Community Protection Manager  Dated: 7 December 2022  
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From: Cllr Rose McNeely <CllrRose.McNeely@rotherham.gov.uk>  
Sent: 24 November 2022 12:40 
To: Diane Kraus <Diane.Kraus@rotherham.gov.uk>; Keeley Ladlow 
<Keeley.Ladlow@rotherham.gov.uk>; Alan Pogorzelec <Alan.Pogorzelec@rotherham.gov.uk> 
Cc: Cllr Taiba Yasseen <Taiba.Yasseen@rotherham.gov.uk>; Cllr Saghir Alam 
<CllrSaghir.Alam@rotherham.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: New Licence application for Orza  
 
 
Hello to whom this may concern. 
 
I wish to object to the application submitted by ‘Orza’ as the Ward Councillor and list my reasons 
below in order of the 4 Licensing Objectives. 
 
Objective 1, The prevention of crime and disorder 
Due to its close proximity to the Town Centre. 
 
Objective 2, Public Safety 
Due to its close proximity to the Town Centre and residential properties. 
 
Objective 3, The prevention of public nuisance. 
Due to its close proximity to the Town Centre and the Theatre and residential properties. 
 
Objective 4, The protection of children from harm. 
Due to its close proximity to the theatre and the University and residential properties. 
 
I also have concerns regarding the exemption it would impose if all events were pre booked. 
 
Kind Regards 
Councillor Rose McNeely 
Boston Castle Councillor 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Xuyen Ninh <ninhxuyen2000@yahoo.com>  
Sent: 09 November 2022 23:10 
To: Licensing <Licensing@rotherham.gov.uk> 
Subject: Reject 2a Doncaster Orza 
 
 
Reject Application for grant of a Premises Licence -Orza , 2a Doncaster Gate , Rotherham Gate , 
Rotherham,S65 1DJ 
 
Dear Sir 
 
I am Xuyen Kim Ninh  , I am living in flat 3 Wellgate Rotherham South Yorkshire S602LT My flat next 
the door with Orza . I read the application form apply for sale the alcohol between 11:00 hour to 
21:30 hours and closing at 22:00 hour and in the note live music and amplified live music may be 
from 08:00 and 23:00 any day I am disagree because  
 

1. On the day it will make effect with my Business so loader and very noisy, my customer 
won’t come to my shop for nails done any more they feel headaches  
 
2. I also live in flat 3 Wellgate, the live music so noisy I can not sleep, that way to kill me . I 
need to work for the next day 
 

Another way they apply for unlimited occasions for “ pre booked” event , from paragraph a to e , 
that is absolutely can not accepted, I live in flat next their door, it is very very noisy , if you are a me , 
can you sleep next the door with open a music so noisy , I am disagree . 
 
 I hope you will make fair enough for a person is me live next their door Please do not hesitate me  
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From: Laura Clarkson <sixgoalwonder@yahoo.com>  

Sent: 22 November 2022 17:25 

To: Diane Kraus Diane.Kraus@rotherham.gov.uk 

Hi Diane, 

 

I would like to strongly oppose the license application made by Orzo on Doncaster Gate in 

Rotherham town centre. 

 

Throughout the summer, the owners were regularly hosting parties there or opening illegally till 

often 6am in the morning. Sometimes people spilled out into the street. They were drinking and 

smoking on the street and fighting. They played music extremely loudly which could be heard from 

the flats I live in at The Cinema House on Doncaster Gate. (S65 1AZ). 

 

I collected some evidence of the problems we were having and on one occasion I was walking past 

with my partner and took some pictures of the venue open. A man got out of a car outside and 

started threatening me saying “I’ve got a fuckin license, what’s your problem, fuck off” we 

immediately ran away from him and called the police. They have been trying to find this man with 

the car registration we gave them but have not managed too yet. The incident number with South 

Yorkshire police is 14/133477/22. 

 

The people that drink at this place are very aggressive and it is intimidating to walk past when they 

are there. They also race their cars up and down Wellgate and Doncaster Gate. We captured one 

incident on camera and they nearly crashed into a taxi. 

 

I am going to email you separately the evidence I have of the noise levels over the summer when I 

presume they didn’t have a license to sell alcohol or play live music. I will also email pictures of the 

man in the car who threatened us and also the car racing they do.  

More recently, I have seen a young family coming out of the premises. A few weeks ago, I was 

walking into town on two separate occasions on a weekday afternoon and a young looking Eastern 

European woman came out of the black doors that lead to the back of the property on Doncaster 

Gate. She had 4 children with her who looked a range of ages from maybe 7-11? Both of these days 

were school days and times you would expect children to be in school. There are often lights on now 

on the third floor of the building when I have been walking home from work in the evening so it 

seems as though they or someone is living there?  

I will now send some separate emails with the photo/video evidence I have as it won’t let me put it 

all in one email.  

 

If you need anymore information, please let me know. 

 

Thank you, 

 

mailto:Diane.Kraus@rotherham.gov.uk

